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I seek refuge in Allah from Satan, the rejected one. 
In the name of Allah, The Most Compassionate, Ever-Merciful. 


May Allah send blessing upon the greatest of creation, and whoms 


intercession is hoped for in this world and the hereafter. 


After | ask Allah to be pleased with Imam Abu Hanifa, Abu Yusuf and 


Muhammad ash-Shaybani and our ahnaf. 


This pdf is made by mulla_safwan and ahsanxcxi1 in defense of our 
imam and our madhab against the slanders and propaganda raised 


against it. 


More especially a pdf made against our madhab and Imam. 


http://www.islamic-laws.com/download/Hanafi%20Fiqh’%20Exposed.pdf 


The pdf could be read above. 


Hanafi Fiqh Exposed 


Aboo Hanifa also known as 'Nu‘man ibn Thabit,’ was the founder of the present 
day Hanafi sect of the 'Ahl us Sunnah.’ The Hanafi school is the oldest and by far 
the largest from the four schools along with the Shafi, Maliki and Hanbaili. It is 
also important to mention, Fiqh Hanafi was the official madhab of the Abbasid 
empire, who had been responsible for the massacre of the Imams of Ahlulbayt 
(a.s). Aboo Hanifa is regarded by some as ‘Al-Imam Al-A'zam’ (the Great Imam). 
Let us take a look at this great Imam and his contribution to the Islamic world in 
light of the opinion of the Salaf. 


> The first narration brought by this jahil is 
presented below : 


Ahmad bin Hanbal was asked about Malik bin Anas. 
The reply was ‘His Hadeeth is correct but his opinions are weak." 


Then he was asked about Awzai, he replied: ‘His hadeeth and opinion 


are both weak,’ 


Then he was asked about Abu Hanifa, he said, ‘neither his opinion nor 


his hadith [is sahih]' 
Then he was asked about Imam Shafi, the reply was, 'His Hadeeth and 
opinion both are Sahih’ 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 576 


> ANSWER : 


Reading the footnote one can know the situation of this narration. 
The footnote of this narration says; 


“Fanaticism (ta’asub) is apparent in this narration, how can you say 
that al- 


Awzai is weak (Daeef) in hadith?” 


In this narration, Ahmad bin hanbal did not criticise Abu hanifa only, he 
criticized other trustworthy aimma as well except al-Shafi’i because 


he was his teacher. 


Imam ibn al-Subki (d. 771 AH) said; 


“If there is evidence indicating that reason for criticism is either 
Madhabi Ta’asub (fanaticism) or something else, then we do not pay 
attention to that criticism. Otherwise, if we opened this door or took 
precedence over criticism in its entirety, then none of the imams 
would be safe, for there is no imam except that critics have criticized 


him” 


[Tabqat al-Shafiyyah, vol 2 page 9] 


> NEXT NARRATION : 


Ahmad bin Al-Hassan AI-Tirmidhi said: ‘1 heard Ahmad bin Hanbal 


saying: ‘Aboo Hanifa used to tell lies.’ 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 579. 


> ANSWER : 


The footnote of the athar declares it sahih while the reality is opposite 


and the muhagqiq is wrong in his ijtihad. 
The reasons are as follows: 
The Athar has two isnads and funnily both are weak. 


The first sanad: 


Al Ateeqi>Yusuf>Al Uqaili>Suleiman bin Dawoud Al Uqaili told us...... 


In this sanad Suleiman bin Dawoud Al Ugaili is majhul. 


And the second sanad is as follows; 


Ubaidullah bin Omer Al Waez>Othman bin Jaafar Muhammad AI- 
Subaie>Al-Faryabi>Jaafar bin Muhammad>Ahmad Al Hasan Al Tirmidhi 


In this sanad Othman bin jaafar Muhammad al subaie is majhul. 


IiIzami Jawab to those who use this narration to critise imam e adham : 
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Imam Malik calls Hisham bin Urwah a kazzab (liar). 


Let's see what Imam Dhahabi has written about Hisham Bin Urwah : 
Imam ul thiqah, Shaykh ul islam 


Ibn Saad said: Thiqah, kathir ul hadith, hujjah. 


Abu hatim said: Thiqah, Imam fil hadith 
Yahya bin maeen and a group said: 
Thiqah 


[Siyar ailam nubala] 


Hence, some people who criticize imam e adham, imo this is a really 


good reply to them. 


> NEXT NARRATION : 


Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal said: ‘According to me, the opinion of Aboo 


Hanifa is equal to the faeces of goats. 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 569. 


> ANSWER : 


And sanad of this narration is given below; 


Bin Rizq told us, Ahmad bin Salman the jurist known as Al-Najjad told 
us, Abdullah bin Ahmed bin Hanbal told us, Minha bin Yahya told us, he 


said. 


In this sanad,there is Al-Najjad, about whom : 


Daraqutni said; He narrated from someone else’s book which were not 


in it’s original version 
Khatib said: He became blind in his later life 


Ibn A’adan said: His narrations were not included in Sahih 
[Bukhari/Muslim] 
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And the sanad also includes Minha bin Yahya,whose a munkar al 
hadith. 
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Abu al-Fath al Azdi said: Mihna bin Yahya is Munkar ul hadith 
Tarikh baghdad vol 15 page 359. 
z 


> NEXT NARRATION : 


Hasan saqqaf said : 


“Among the salafis are those who have extreme hatred for Abu hanifa 
and Hanafis, for the hanbalis used to believe that Abu hanifa was a 
misguided imam, As it is mentioned in this book, “Kitab al Sunnah by 


Abdullah bin Ahmad...” 


> ANSWER : 


So it's clear that this is not the opinion of Hasan saqqaf, he is just 
quoting the “Al-Sunnah" of Abdullah bin Ahmad. Allamah al-Arnaut said 
that more than 50% of narrations in this book are either weak or 
fabricated ; 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20220819111009/http://www.masud.co.uk/ 
ISLAM/nuhllittik.htm) 


The rest which are authentic; then Ahmad bin hanbal did criticism on 


the basis of rumors, he also did ruju which will be proved at the end. 
Moving towards the two athar, they will be refuted later. 


Next two athaar presented by him ,one can see that the muhaqiq 
weakens both of the athar, giving the reasons for it aswell,which are 


as follows; 
(5th) He says that the narrator Ishaq bin Ibraheem Hunaini is Zaeef. 
(7th) He says Habib bin Abi Habib is “kazzab”. 
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> NEXT NARRATION : 


Al-Waleed bin Muslim said: "Imam Malik bin Anas said to me, "Do the 
people mention Aboo Hanifa in your country?’ | replied: "Yes." He 


replied: "Your country should not be stable.” 
Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 551. 


> ANSWER : 


The sanad of this athar contains Walid bin Muslim, whose reliability is 


as follows; 
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Abu dawud said : He narrated 10 narrations from Malik which have no 


basis [they are fabrications] 
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Ahmad bin hanbal said: 


Ikhtilat occured to him, due to which he mixed what he heard and 
what he did not hear and he narrated munkar narrations, he was kathir 


ul khataa as well (one who often do mistakes) 


[Tahzeeb al-Tahzeeb vol 11 page 155] 
Now for the athars I skipped, | would give answer for them. 


Mansoor bin Muzahim said: ‘I heard Malik bin Anas saying Aboo Hanifa 


mocked the religion and whoever mocks the religion is irreligious.’ 


Mutrif said: ‘1 heard Imam Malik saying the error must be extinguished 


from religion and Aboo Hanifa was an error. 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 552. 


> ANSWER : 


Now for the first one there is no doubt of its authenticity, but the 
meeting of Imam Malik with Imam Abu Hanifa isn’t proved. He said 
these due to the rumors spread out. And Khatib Al Baghdadi writes in 
his book that Imam Malik was critised by a group of scholars for 


speaking wrong about thiqah imams and narrators. 
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Also, other narrations testify that Imam Malik after meeting Imam Abu 


Hanifa highly praised him which would be presented after. 
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Ibn al-Najjar after mentioning these statements of Malik said : 


“This is not appropriate to come from Malik because he used to praise 
Abu hanifa as Khatib narrated .. Al-Shafi‘i said that Malik was asked, 
“Did you see Abu Hanifah?” He replied, “Yes, | saw a man if he were to 
speak to you regarding this pillar that he will make it gold then it 


would happen through his proofs.(i.e. his proof is powerful)’ 


This opinion of Malik regarding Abu Hanifa is closer to praise than 
criticism. Those who followed the Maliki school from the time of Malik 
until our time .. 


- which is the year 621 - are not able to prove an error for Abu Hanifa, 
so how can it be permissible for a jurist to speak about the matter of 
another jurist and not do what he said? The issues of disagreement 


are very famous” 
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[Radd Ala khatib baghdadi, ibn al-najjar, page 70 & 71] 


Al-Layth Ibn Sa’d narrated: | met Malik in Madinah and I said to him: “I 
see that you’re wiping sweat from your forehead ...”, so Malik replied: 


“Abu Hanifah made me sweat, he is truly a faqeeh (jurist), O Egyptian!” 


- Tartib al-Madarik [1/152] and Ta'nib al-Khatib [p:7] 
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Al-Shafi‘i said that Malik was asked, “Did you see Abu Hanifah?” He 
replied, “Yes, | saw a man if he were to speak to you regarding this 
pillar that he will make it gold then it would happen through his 


proofs.(i.e. his proof is powerful)’ 


[Tareekh Baghdad 15/463 Dr. Bashar Awad said: The chain is 
authentic] 


These two narrations testify that Imam Malik after meeting Imam Abu 


Hanifah highly praised him. And the second athar; 
The second athar presented by him consists of 
Mutraf, 


1. Ibn Adi said: 


He narrated munkar (rejected/problematic) narrations from Ibn Abi 


Dha’'ib, Abdullah ibn Umar, Malik, and others. 
[Al-Kamil fi Ad-Dhuafa’ (8/110)] 


2. Abd ar-Rahman said: My father (Abu Hatim) was asked about 
Mutarrif ibn abdullah, so he said: "He is truthful (sadooq) but 
muztarib (confused/inconsistent) [narrator]." 


[Al-Jarh wat-Ta'deel by Ibn Abi Hatim (8/315)] 


As the skipped narrations have been answered, moving forward, 


> NEXT NARRATION : 


Ibn Abdul Barr: Imam Malik said: "Had Aboo Hanifa rebelled against the nation 
through the sword it would have been less harmful.” 


Source: Jami'a Bayan Al-Elm. Vol. 3, Pg. # 334. 
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> ANSWER : 


Imam Ibn Abd al-Barr himself gave answer to this by saying : 


“The Ashab ul Hadith have been extremely excessive and unfair in 
their opposition to Imam Abu Hanifa, may Allah have mercy on him. 
They accuse him of introducing opinion and conjecture into the 
traditions, but this is an exaggeration. If Imam Abu Hanifa rejected 
some traditions, he did so by interpreting them, and this is not 
something unique or strange that deserves such slander and 
disparagement. Many scholars and Imams before him have done the 
same, both in his time and in later times. Imam Abu Hanifa did not 
invent any innovation. Whatever he did, he did following the example of 
the great scholars of his city, such as Ibrahim al-Nakha'i and the 
companions of Ibn Mas'‘ud. It is true that Imam Abu Hanifa and his 
followers derived rulings based on assumptions, but this is something 
that I believe is found among all scholars. What scholar or Imam has 
not interpreted verses and hadiths in probable ways? Who has not 


applied the rulings of abrogation or confirmation?" 


Imam Ibn Abd al-Barr then quotes the criticism of Layth bin Saad on 


Malik ibn Anas ; 


“Yahya bin Salam said: I heard Abdullah bin Ghanim in the presence of 
Ibrahim bin al-Aghlab narrating from al-Laith bin Saad, who said: ‘I 
counted seventy issues of Malik bin Anas, all of which contradict the 
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), and he gave 
them based on his own opinion. | even wrote to him advising him about 


this." 


[Bayan al-ilm wa fadhluhu, page # 1079-1080] 
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Ibn Abdul Bar then says : “There is no scholar of the nation who 
confirms a hadith from the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, and then rejects it without claiming that it was 
abrogated by a similar trace, or by consensus, or by an action that 
must be followed in its original form, or by casting doubt on its chain 


of transmission. 


> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Imam_ Shafi said: "I saw the books of Aboo Hanifa's 
companions, they were comprised of 130 pages, | found in them 80 
pages that contradicted the Qur’an and Sunnah." 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 7, Pg. # 566. 


> ANSWER; 


The reply to this narration is quite easy; this is only due to difference 
in madhab just like Layth critised Imam Malik. This has already been 
showed so I won't be bringing stuff again. And the ruju of Imam Shafi 


is proved and he himself has been critised by many scholars. 


The narration which he used for critism of Imam Abu Hanifa, in its 
sanad is 


Muhammad bin Abdullah ibn Abdul Hakam, who has written a book 
called "Radd Ala Shafi" 
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Muhammad bin Abdullah ibn Abdul hakam, Imam , Hafidh, Fagih of his 
time. 


Ibn Khuzayma said : I have not seen anyone in fiqh more 


knowledgeable about the sayings of Sahaba and Tabiyeen than him 
Abu hatim : He was one of the fuqaha of Misr and ashaab e Malik 

I say : He wrote many books, one of them was "Radd Alal Shafi’i 

He died in the year 268 AH 

[Tadhkirah tul-Huffadh, vol 2 page 98] 


There are also narrations in which Shafi praises Imam Ash Shaybani (a 


student of Imam Abu Hanifa) which are as follows; 
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Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr reported that, al-Rabi' ibn Sulayman said: "I heard al- 
Shafi'i say, "| have learned from Muhammad ibn al-Hasan as much as 

the load of a camel, and once he said, "The load of a camel is nothing 
for him (Muhammad ibn al-Hasan)." And I have not seen anyone asked 
about an issue that requires thought, except that | saw dislike on his 


face, except for Muhammad ibn al-Hasan." 
[Taken from Al Intiqa, with a sound chain of transmission] 


Imam al-Khateeb al-Baghdadi, with a sound chain of transmission, 
narrates that Imam al-Shafi'i said: "From the people, the one who has 
the greatest right over me in the science of figh (jurisprudence) is 


Muhammad ibn alHasan." 


> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Al-Subki: (Shafi said), "| saw the book of Aboo Hanifa and they claim 
that they say whatever is in Allah's (swt) book and His Prophet’s 


tradition, whilst they actually they go against them." 


Source: Tabagat Al-Shafyyia Al-Kubra. Vol. 2, Pg. # 122 
> ANSWER ; 


This is a commonly said thing among the fuqaha. People think that 
only their opinion is according to Quran and sunnah, others are wrong 
but this is not true. Every faqih does ijtihad, of which he will be 
rewarded Insha’Allah as clarified by the Prophet (*) in [Sahih al- 
Bukhari #7352] 


For al-Shafi’i, Hanafi fatawa are against Quran and sunnah, and for 
Malikis, Shafi’i fatawa are against Quran and sunnah, as mentioned 


previously that many people wrote a refutation on al-Shafi’i as well. 
19 


Another Imam is, Qadhi Ismail bin Ishaq (d. 282 AH) 
Khatib baghdadi said about him: 


Ismail was a virtuous and knowledgeable jurist who follows the Maliki 


madhab 
Ibn farhun said: 
He wrote many books, such as "Rad ala Muhammad ibn Hasan", "Rad 


ala Abu Hanifa" and "Rad Ala Shafi’i..." 


[From the book "Al-Dibaj al-Mudhhab" by Ibn Farhan 1/289] 
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> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi: Narrated Al-Fazari: "| heard Al-Awzai and Sufyan 
AlThawri saying: "No one was born in Islam more evil." and Shafi said: 


"More mischief than Aboo Hanifa." 


Sufyan said: "No one was born in Islam more harmful than Aboo 
Hanifa." 


20 


> ANSWER ; 


The first chain consists of Al-Fazari, the aimmah has written about 
him, that he had enmity towards Abu Hanifa the reason is below ; 


al-Khatib al-Baghdadi has narrated an authentic incident: 


Umar ibn ‘Abd al-Wahid al-Sulami said: I heard Ibrahim ibn Muhammad 
al-Fazari narrating to al-Awza’'i, [who] said: My brother was killed along 
with Ibrahim al-Fatimi in Basra, so | went to look into his legacy. I met 
Abu Hanifah, and he said to me: ‘Where have you come from? And 
where do you intend to go?’ | informed him that | had come from al- 
Massisah and intended [to go to] my brother who was killed along with 
Ibrahim. He said: "If you had been killed along with your brother, it 
would have been better for you than the place you came from.’ I said: 
‘What prevented you from that?’ He said: ‘If it were not for the deposits 
that were with me and things belonging to the people, I would not have 


hesitated in that.’ 


This authentic narration from the history book of al-Khatib al-Baghdadi 
further illustrates the "religious enmity” between Abu Hanifa and Abu 


ishaq al fazzari due to his brother’s death. 
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Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 pg 529. 
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Muallimi (a salafi) says; 


“If Abu Ishaq fazzari's [criticism] against Abu Hanifah reaches the 
extent that it is called ‘enmity’, then it is a religious enmity.” 


[Al-Tankeel bima ta'neeb al-Khatib, by muallimi] 


Putting this enmity aside, al-Fazzari is kathir ul khata as well ; 
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Imam Ibn Saad said: 


Abu Ishaq al-Fazzari, trustworthy, pious and "kathir ul khata fil-hadith" 


(one who does a lot of mistakes in narrations) 


[Tabqat ibn Saad, vol 7, pg 339] 
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Ibn Qutayba said: 


Abu Ishaq al-Fazzari was pious except that he was “kathir ul Ghalat 


filhadith" (made a lot of mistakes in narrations) 


[Al-Ma’arif, vol 1, pg 514]. 


Now for the second narration; 


Looking at the sanad one sees a person whos famous for his enmity 
against Imam Abu Hanifa named Al-Humaydi, hence the athar holds no 


weight. As we know that testimony given by enemy holds no weight. 


> ANSWERING A FAMOUS NARRATION ; 


Sufyan said: "Aboo Hanifa repented from Kufr twice.” 
Footnote: Hadeeth Saheeh (Authentic). 
Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 524 - 525. 


Ruju of Imam Sufyan from such statements against the Imam is 
Proven. 


Imam Yahya bin Sarees narrates: 
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I was present with Sufyan al-Thawri, when a person who had some 
status in knowledge and worship came to him. He said to him (Sufyan), 


"O Abu Abdullah! Why don't you criticize Abu Hanifah anymore?" 


He (Sufyan) inquired, "What happened?" The person said, "I heard him 
(Abu Hanifah) say something in which there is justice and proof." 


(Abu Hanifah) says, "When I find the answer to the issue in the Book of 
Allah, then I will give a fatwa (religious ruling) according to the Book 
of Allah. And if | do not find it in it, then I will give a fatwa according to 
the Sunnah (teachings) of the Prophet ~ and the authentic narrations 
transmitted from you, which have been transmitted through 
trustworthy narrators and spread among the trustworthy narrators. If | 
do not find the answer to the issue in the Book of Allah and the Sunnah 
of the Prophet =, then I will give a fatwa according to the statement of 
one of the Companions of the Noble Prophet “, whichever I wish to. | 
will abandon the one whose statement | do not want, and I will adopt 
the one whose statement | want. If i do not find the answer in all of 
them, then matter comes to the tabiyun such as Ibrahim Nakhai, 


Sha’bi, Ata’ etc. So just as they used to do ijtihad, i also do ijtihad." 


The narrator says that Sufyan al-Thawri remained silent for a long 
time. Then he expressed his views in clear words, and everyone 


present in the gathering noted them down. 


Sufyan al-Thawri said: "We do hear Hadith (sayings of the Prophet) that 
have strictness in them, and we fear them. And we also hear 


narrations about gentleness, so we hope for that. 
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We do not pass judgement on the living people, and we do not make 
decisions against the dead. We accept the narrations we have heard, 
without knowing what specific issues can be deduced from them. We 
entrust that knowledge to the person who is familiar with those 


narrations and can recognize what issues are contained in them. 


And we attribute our opinion to their opinion, meaning we give a 
verdict according to their interpretation (Ijtihad). And if there is any 
deficiency or excess in our verdict, then we have only followed the 


verdicts of our elders before us.” 
[Al-intiqa li ibn Abdul bar, page 144] 


The story shows that Imam Sufyan al-Thawri would generally follow 
the opinions of the Tabi'een (the generation after the Companions) and 


not go beyond their reasoning. 


However, when he was told that Imam Abu Hanifah also practiced 
independent reasoning (ijtihad), Sufyan al-Thowri said that for matters 
they did not know about, they would defer to those qualified. And for 
issues where someone had the rank of ijtihad, they would not disagree 


with them. 


This is why when Sufyan al-Thowri learned about Imam Abu Hanifah's 
differing views on some matters, he would benefit from Abu Hanifah's 


independent reasoning, as reported by Imam Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr. 


The key point is that Sufyan al-Thowri was open to learning from the 
independent reasoning of qualified scholars like Abu Hanifah, even if it 


differed from the opinions of the earlier generation. 


25 


‘ Ly 28 212}: Ne Wat 2d) 22 ete Sos 2 Ne | la \ \ | : 

3 Hl) op deb \s ale} eH! Cp AP) G9 ete o SS tang AE AU) Lo aul Jou) 4 sé be 
, ses aes \e-t) nF ae t Se si gy t Wo wl $4 2- \s NS 
Ls SIS el g E55 Jet GLE! 5a II ac p tpt! 4S Cee JEL Js G Je 2 oy 


{os St 2 1 art ty-8 {oat oe joane 2h Fe 8 4 os #2 a BE wee ws Feegessth | Ye In57 

ee AR eh OL Ones td) tes eo pes [0d S| ates oo A gl ft? clad! pe a 
iz te 5 7 4 We [=e 72 Aa oF je") 2 \ Ll. We “jr 2% 2s 7 

PGE OB Og Spl ste BE eld Cp A Cp ect el Goel pl bs UE Olt a pent as tee 


+ fleeat 


© xsesaie ie Bue ce 2 re he 1 
los 43 ls Les >} we §5 dks & 50 iiseeS ~ oid le 5 Gls! 4H] ac 


e oo = z P 5 
Py re | Wot sees Fp ete ey =e \- eo | \=1 Sito ee er kee Se Cart «too 3 
A ese Y ULAs one AAariew! AS elo» £y24)| rien Nes sales ave ere Gages 2eS 45 iatice 


poe pRB SE pea 3 2 ST ee pees ap deli ts Gl J35 J a3 055 J herons suaasy 


foo pee ce Ts okt cy-82 28 2 eee 8 a ee gy Sa 8 NE Te eee IE 
i hi Mey SS Ite SS! Slats Of lee GM Nee Jee Sot Gale) cae JE IIE VS Cp Alb OL 


- 63 se rn oss thks - see a 1s =3 ; -iu mm <=-30 3? e - el 
Wes ) ye) Wess . 7 ee 13 ; Saeee eg CS] 5 
gob pSarbli| dl) sli> J JG dap> pl bee Lb yas Wy; SE Mas A8 es Op) jes 


Imam Abu Ya'qub (a trustworthy narrator) says that Imam Ibrahim bin 
Ahmad (a trustworthy narrator) told him, that he was told by Musa bin 
Harun (a trustworthy narrator), who said that he was told by Yahya bin 


Abdul Hamid (a trustworthy narrator). 


Imam Ali bin Mushir says: One day I was present with Imam Sufyan al- 
Thawri. A person asked him about someone who performs wudu 
(ablution) with water that has already been used by someone else. 


Imam Sufyan said that it is permissible, as the water is still pure. 


Imam Ali bin Mushir says: | told Imam Sufyan that Imam Abu Hanifah 
says that wudu is not valid with such used water, as it is considered 


‘used water" (Aab-e-Mustaamal). 
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Sufyan then asked me why Imam Abu Hanifah said this. I explained 


that he considers used water as impure. 


Sometime later, when I was again sitting in Imam Sufyan's gathering, 
someone asked about using such used water for wudu. Imam Sufyan 
then said that wudu should not be performed with used water, as it is 


Aab-eMustaamal. 


Imam Ali bin Mushir says that Imam Sufyan al-Thawri then referred to 


and accepted the view of Imam Abu Hanifah on this issue. 
[Intiqa, page # 146] 


As we see the ruju of Imam Sufyan is proved, now there is quite funny 


story behind these “repented from kufr™ narrations ; 
Quote; 
Abu al-Qat’an Amr bin al-Haitham (d. 198 AH) said : 


I went to Kufa and met sufyan thawri there. | asked him that there is a 
narration attributed to you that you say that Abu Hanifah was made to 
repent from disbelief (kufr) twice? Was it a disbelief that was contrary 


to faith?? 


So he (Sufyan Thawri) said that since I have narrated this incident, no 
one other than you has asked me about this issue (i.e., the details of 
this matter have not been asked), nor have they taken the trouble to 
inquire about its background. And then he bowed his head in regret. 
And then he said, "No, such a thing did not happen at all." But when 
Wasil al-Basri entered Kufa, a group came to him and they said to him, 
“Indeed, there is a man here who does not call the sinners as 


disbelievers,” and their intention was the personality of Imam Abu 
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Hanifah (these were the Kharijites who used to declare the one who 
commits a major sin as a disbeliever, and according to them, the one 
who does not declare such sinners as disbelievers, he is a disbeliever 
in their eyes). So he (Wasil) sent a message and (Imam) Abu Hanifah 
came to him. He (Wasil) said: "O person, it has reached me that you do 
not call the sinners as disbelievers.” So he (Abu Hanifah) said: "This is 
indeed my religion.” He (Wasil) said: "This is certainly disbelief. So if 
you have repented, we will accept your repentance, and if you have 


denied, we will kill you." 


Abu Hanifah asked, "From what should I repent?" They replied : 


“Repent from the very thing which we told you [i.e., kufr]” 
Abu hanifa replied : “I repent from kufr” 


Then the Kharijites left, and later a group of Mansur's companions 
came and expelled Wasil from Kufa. After some time, when Wasil got 
another opportunity, he re-entered Kufa. That same group came to him 
and said, "Indeed, the person who had repented has returned (to his 
old views)." They then sent a message summoning Abu Hanifah to 


them. 


When Abu Hanifah went to them, the Kharijite said to him, "I have 
heard that you have reverted back to your old ideology.” Abu Hanifah 
replied, "That is my religion." The Kharijite said, "In our view, your 
religion is disbelief (kufr). So if you repent, we will accept your 


repentance, and if you refuse, we will kill you.” 


Sufyan Al-Thawri said that the Kharijites would not kill someone until 


they had demanded repentance from them three times. So Abu Hanifah 
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asked, "From what should | repent?” The Kharijite replied, "From 


disbelief (kufr), O Imam." 
Abu hanifa replied : “I repent from kufr” 


Sufyan then said: "This is the very disbelief (kufr) from which 
repentance was demanded from Abu Hanifah." (Fadha’'il Abi Hanifah 


wa Akhbaruhu wa Managibuhu, ibn abil awaam, page # 74) 
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Imam Ibn Hajar haythmi, in his book "Khairatul Hisaan’ on page 57, 


narrates this incident: 


"It occurred that some of the envious critics of Imam Abu Hanifah, 
who try to criticize him for things he is innocent of, mentioned that 
among his faults is that he committed apostasy twice and was 
compelled (to recant) twice. 


However, this only occurred with the Kharijites. 


The intention of those critics was to discredit him, but this is not a 
defect at all; rather, it is the pinnacle of his exalted status, since no 
one else confronted the Kharijites except him, may Allah have mercy 


on him." 


The passage explains that the critics of Imam Abu Hanifah tried to 
portray his confrontation with the Kharijites as a weakness, when in 
fact it demonstrated his courage and esteemed status, as he was the 


only one who stood up against them. 
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> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Ahmad ibn Hanbal: Awzai said: "No one was born into Islam more 


harmful than Aboo Hanifa. 


Source: Al-Ilal. Vol. 2, Pg. # 46 


> ANSWER ; 


In the sanad of this athar,there is Abu Hafs Amr Bin Abi Salamah,who 


is weaked by a lot of aimmah, 


Tahdhib-ul-kamal vol 22 page 54 
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> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Sulayman bin Hasan Al Halabi said; "I heard Imam Awzai on several 
occasions saying that Abu Hanifa destroyed the pillars of Islam one by 


one. 


Tarikh Baghdad, Vol 5 Pg 547 


> ANSWER ; 


The reply to this narration is, we could not find the biography or the 
grading of Sulayman bin Hasan Al Halabi,even if someone finds it the 
ruju of imam awzai is proved and be showed in the end.Also the jarh of 


imam awzai is jarh e mubham which is not accepted. 
Imam Ibn Najjar says: 


“The response to these reports has already been provided, even 
though Imam Abu Hanifah (may Allah be pleased with him) was a 
human being and not someone afflicted with leprosy. If the intent was 
to use a metaphor or analogy to his actions, then it would have been 
appropriate to specify the particular action that was being likened to 


leprosy, so that we could respond to it. 


Such anecdotes are rarely attributed to al-Awza’'i, for he was a jurist. If 
Imam Abu Hanifah had intended to refute him, he would have done so 
in detail, not in a summary manner, as jurists are wont to do. He would 
have clarified the error attributed to him and the flaws that were 


pointed out, so that the response could address each specific point. 
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As for one who summarizes a matter while the people hold a different 
view, no importance should be given to their statement. It has indeed 
been narrated from al-Awza'i words praising Imam Abu Hanifah, which 
suggests his retraction of this statement about him - if indeed this was 


attributed to him. This will be mentioned later." 


Imam Ibn Najjar makes the same argument that the jarh of imam awzai 
is jarh e mubham and holds no weight.Hence such statements are not 


taken or given importance to. 
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> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Salma bin khulthum said: "When Abu Hanifa died, Awzai said ‘Praise be 
to Allah for killing him,he used to destroy the pillars of Islam one by 
one.” 


Al Sunnah Vol 1 Pg 207 


> ANSWER ; 


In the sanad of this athar there is Salma bin Kulthum, upon whom 


there is jarh of kathir ul wehm. 
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Daraqutni said : Salmah bin kulthum, and he is a shami (syrian) he had 
much confusion (he frequently makes mistakes), he narrates on the 
authority of Awzai, Qurrah, Zuhri, Abi salamah and Abi hurairah, and 


he has wehm (confusion) in it. 


[ilal al-daraqutni, vol 8 page 24] 
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Sufyan bin Uyaina said: "Aboo Hanifa repented from Atheism on three 


occasions.”. 
Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 526. 
Such narrations have been explained. 


And in this chain there is Humaydi,who is known for his hatred against 


Imam Abu Hanifa. 


> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Aboo Ishaq Al-Taleqani said: "I heard Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak saying: 
‘Anyone that owns the book of Aboo Hanifa and uses it and spreads 
the opinions with it, will cause his Hajj to become void and his wife 
shall no longer remain lawful for him." Then the slave of ibn Al-Mubarak 
said: "I think the one who wrote the book is Satan." Ibn Al-Mubarak 


replied: "The one who wrote the book is worse than Satan.’ 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 556. 


> ANSWER ; 


The answer to this narration is this opinion of Imam Abdullah was 
based on a fabricated book named “kitab ul heel" attributed to Imam 


Abu Hanifa and his ashaab. And Imam Muhammad clarified this matter. 


Quote; 
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Imam Muhammad bin Hasan al-shaybani said: This book (kitab ul heel) 


is not a book compiled by us but rather (someone else of the outsider) 


attributed it to us. 


Imam Abi Imran claimed that this book (kitab ul heel) was written by 


Ismail bin Hammad, this opinion is aswell a weak one because 


1. This book got famous in the era of ahnaf such as Imam 
Muhammad. 


2. And Imam Muhammad had to clarify this matter. 
3. At this time Ismail did not know how to write. 


4. Hence, this claim by Abi Imran is weak. 


Ruju of Imam Abdullah bin mubarak is also proven and would be 


presented in the end. 
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Fadha‘il Abi Hanifah wa Akhbaruhu wa Managibuhu, ibn abil awaam, #872 
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> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Abdul Rahman bin Mahdi said: "There was a wall between Aboo Hanifa 


and the truth.”. 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 561. 


> ANSWER ; 


In this narration there is Muhammad Bin Bashar Bandaar, 


Muhammad bin Bashshar al-Basri al-Hafiz, known as "Bandar," is 
mentioned in "Al-Mizan" as being considered a liar by al-Fallas. 
‘Abdullah bin "Abd alDurqi said: "We were with Yahya bin Ma’‘in when 
Bandar was mentioned. I saw that Yahya didn't care for him and 
considered him weak. And I saw alQawariri, who was not pleased with 


Bandar.” 
(Al-Mizan al-I'tidal, p. 1400/3) 


Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Siyar said: "I heard ‘Amr bin ‘Ali, taking an 
oath, say that Bandar was a liar." "Abdullah bin ‘Ali bin Madini said: "I 
heard from my father, and I asked him about a hadith that Bandar had 
narrated. My father said that this narration is a lie and strongly denied 


it.” 


(Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, 5/48) 
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> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Mansoor bin Salama Al-Khuzai said: "I heard Hamaad bin Salama 
cursing Abu Hanifa.” 


Aboo Salama said: "Shu'aba used to curse Aboo Hanifa. Source: Al- 


Sunnah. Vol. 1, Pg. # 211. 


> ANSWER ; 


The answer to this is, the jarh of Imam Shuba is jarh e mubham,while 
in another place Imam Shuba does tadeel of Imam Abu Hanifa which is 
also tadeel e mubham, and following the usul, tadeel is prefered over 


jarh e mubham. 


Ibn Adi narrates with a sahih chain that Imam Shuba had a good view 


about Imam Abu Hanifa. 


Al kamil, ibn adi, vol 8 page 241 
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As for Hammad bin salmah, then the answer to that is given by Imam 


yahya bin maeen, so ibn junayd narrates in “Sawalat" 5 


Abu Dawud al-Nahwi said : Sulayman ibn Ma’bad said to Yahya ibn 
Ma‘in: "Muslim ibn Ibrahim told us, saying: "| heard Hammad ibn 
Salamah say: "May God tear apart/destroy Abu Hanifah in such and 


such a way” 


Yahya ibn Ma’‘in then said: "He spoke wrongly, he spoke wrongly.” 


Scan: 


YYA 
ddd: aoe veda AM a tint 


[Sawalaat ibn junaid, page 318, Tarikh baghdad] 


> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Ibn Hibban said : It is not permissible to adhere to him, because he 
was propagating to Erja and according to our scholars it is 


impermissible to adhere to one that propagates innovations, | don’t 
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know any disagreement among the Muslim scholars and the pious 
religious (people) in all the countries about dispraising him (Aboo 


Hanifa), every one dispraised him one by one. 


Source: Kitab Al-Majruhin. Vol. 3, Pg. # 64. 
PN L274/1 fe IW Ne Age Sibel Jv efat 
LUA 33 fem le SUEZ tla ite 


Pall em LEN o> Ly he ity arena Jol ot abadls 


~ deal ot & 
HS Se es C2 5 Suter Soret!” 
‘Sy PYe Lute were 


> ANSWER ; 


Imam Dhahabi in Mizan al-Aitdil (vol 1 page 247) and Imam Ibn Hajar 
Asgalani in Al-Qawl al-Musaddad (page 33) says that : 


“And Ibn Hibban does criticism on a trustworthy narrator many times, 


while Ibn Hibban does not even know what is coming out of his mouth” 


Also, why ibn hibban said this is because two of his shuyukh used to 
fabricate narrations and attribute them to Imam Abu Hanifah, later 
when he found out about this, he did ruju and called Abu hanifa 


trustworthy (this will be proved at the end 4-4) 
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> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Salaam bin Abi Mutee said: "Ayub was sitting in the mosque, then Aboo 
Hanifa saw him and came towards him. When Ayoob saw him coming 
towards him, he said to his companions: "Come on, let’s move before 


he spreads lice among us."™ 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 547. 


> ANSWER ; 


In the sanad of this narration,there are Saeed bin Aamir, Salam bin Abi 
muti 

Saeed bin ‘Amr Asba’i, although considered trustworthy (thiqah), Abu 
Hatim said, "There were some errors in his narrations” (Tahdhib al- 


Tahdhib, 2/316). 


Regarding Salam bin Abi Mut'i, who is considered weak (da‘if): 


Ibn ‘Adi said, “His narrations are not reliable.” Ibn Hibban said, "He is 
unreliable, and it is not permissible to use his narrations as evidence 
when he is the sole narrator." Al-Hakim said, "He is known for 


forgetfulness and a poor memory." (Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, 2/466) 


Imam Hakim is a mutasahil, and according to usul his jarh is really 


strong and accepted. 
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> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Aboo Muhammad (ibn abi hatim) said : "He remained on falsehood and 
adhered to it, he would not return to the truth even if it was clear to 


him. 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 551. 


> ANSWER ; 


The answer to this narration is that Abu Hatim interpreted the 
narration of 


Imam Malik wrongly, this was said in praise by Imam Malik as 
proposed by Imam Ibn Najjar. Ibn abi hatim didn’t even see Abu Hanifa 


how does he know the way he was. 


Furthermore, there is a narration which proves that 


Imam Abu hanifa would return to hadiths ; 


Abu ‘Awanah [d. 176 AH] said: "I witnessed Abu Hanifah. A man wrote 
from him about certain issues, and Abu Hanifah kept saying ‘Write, it 
should be cut off, it should be cut off’ until the man asked him about 


someone who had stolen something from palm-tree and dates. 


Abu Hanifah said: "It should be cut off (based on Quran 5:38) 
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So | said to him : “Hold on! The Messenger of Allah 2; 4c «| .l= said: 
"There is no cutting off (of the hand) for (stealing) fruit or pith of palm- 
tree" [Abu dawood, 4388] 


He (Abu hanifa) then said to that man: "Erase that, and write: ‘It should 


not be cut off" 
[Tayyuriyat, Abu tahir al-silafi, narration # 903, page # 971] 
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> NEXT NARRATION ; 
Al-Qasim bin Abdulmalik said: "| heard Aboo Museher saying: "The 


scholars would curse someone on this pulpit." Then he pointed by his 


hand to the pulpit of Damascus. Al-Farhyani said: "It was Aboo Hanifa.™ 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 570 


> ANSWER ; 


The answer to this narration is given by Imam Ibn Najjar; 


It is reported from al-Barqani to ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Siyar 
alFarihani, who said: | heard al-Qasim ibn ‘Abd al-Malik Abu 'Uthman 
say: | heard Abu Mushar say: The Imams used to curse Abu So-and-so 
on this pulpit, and he pointed to the pulpit of Damascus. Al-Farihani 


said : That person [who used to be cursed] is Abu Hanifah. 


Ibn Najjar says : Do you have any evidence by which, al-Farihani 

concluded that the one meant by "Abu So-and-so" was Abu Hanifah, to 
the extent that the kunyahs (patronymics) and allusions were specific 
to him and no one else? And despite this, Abu Hanifah was not cursed 


on the pulpit of Damascus. 
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[Radd ala khatib baghdadi, ibn najjar] 
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> NEXT NARRATION ; 


Abu Ubaid said: "I was sitting with Al-Aswad bin Saalim in Rasafa's 
mosque, they then began discussing an issue. | therefore said: "Aboo 
Hanifa's opinion is so & so." Al-Aswad said to me: "You mention Aboo 
Hanifa in the mosque!" Then he (AlAswad) never talked to me again 


until he died." 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 13, Pg. # 564. 


> ANSWER ; 


The answer to this narration is again given by Imam Ibn Najjar; 


The response to this is as follows: Even the Quran, which is the word 
of Allah and without which prayer is invalid, mentions the disbelievers. 
So, what's the big deal if Abu Hanifah is mentioned in a similar way? 
(even though he was a muslim) Additionally, the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) said: "It is not permissible for a believer to boycott his 
brother for more than three days. When they meet, one turns his face 
away, and the other turns his face away, and the better of the two is 


the one who initiates the greeting.” 


[Radd ala khatib, ibn najjar page 85] scan: 
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In simple terms, the main argument is that mentioning Abu Hanifah in 
a certain way is not a big deal, the Quran even mentions disbelievers. 
The Prophet's hadith is also cited to show that boycotting someone for 


a long time is not good. 


Ibn al Najjar critises the behaviour of Imam Aswad by saying that even 
kuffar are mentioned in the quran and it is recited in the masjid,and 
the Prophet also said boyotting is not more than 3 days, and Aswad 


contradicted this. 


> A NARRATION I FORGOT TO ANSWER ; 


Sufyan Al-Thawri said: "No one was born in Islam more unfortunate on 


the Muslims other than him." 


Source: Tarikh Baghdad. Vol. 15, Pg. # 548. 


Even though ruju of sufyan thawri has been proved already, but let’s 


see what ibn al-najjar says about the chain of this narration ; 


“Khatib baghdadi mentioned a narration about Sufyan, in the chain of 
which, the shaikh of his shaikh is Abdullah ibn Ja'far ibn Durustwiyah. 
Then, he (khatib) mentioned in the biography of this Abdullah that he 
heard Hibatullah ibn al-Hasan al-Tabari mentioning Ibn Durustwiyah 
and weakening him, saying: "It has reached me that it was said to him, 
‘Narrate a hadith from Abbas al-Dowri, and we will give you a dirham,’ 


so he did so - even though he had not heard from Abbas." 


And he (khatib) said: "I asked al-Barqani about Ibn Darastwiyah, and he 


said, "They (scholars) weakened him, because when he narrated the 
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book of History from Ya'qub ibn Sufyan, they objected to that, and said 
to him, "Ya'qub only narrated this book in the past, so when did you 


hear it from him?" 


[Radd ala khatib, ibn al-najjar] 
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> ANSWERING THE CRITICISM OF AL-GHAZALI ; 


The answer to it is; 


“These statements were made by al-Ghazali at the beginning of his 
career, when he was around 20 years old, before his repentance from 
his confusion and doubts. As mentioned by Mulla Ali al-Qari in his 
book, responding to the book attributed to Imam al-Haramayn, and his 
exact words are: "Then I saw Imam al-Kurdari writing a refutation 
against al-Ghazali, regarding what was reported about him that he 
criticized Abu Hanifah and his noble companions in his book ‘Mankhul. 
Perhaps this was during his days of ignorance and confusion, before 


he entered the path of the awliya and wrote his book "Ihya”™ 


And what confirms what al-Qari said is that al-Ghazali later wrote a 


noble biography of Abu Hanifah in his book "Ihya", and praised him. 


Imam Ghazali in his youth was a different person, he was 
harsh,egotistical and liked critising as mentioned by Al Ghafir one of 


his students in his biography of Imam Ghazali. 


Imam al-Ghazali writes ; “The leaders of creation, | mean those whose 
followers are numerous in the schools of thought, are five: Al-Shafi’i, 
Malik, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Abu Hanifa, and Sufyan Al-Thawri, may Allah 
have mercy on them. And every one of them was a worshiper, an 
ascetic, knowledgeable of the sciences of the afterlife, a jurist in the 
interests of people in this world, and someone who wanted to sought 


the blessings of Allah Almighty’ 
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*He then mentions the virtues of every single one of them* 


Imam AI-Ghazali says about Imam Abu hanifa: “As for Imam Abu 
Hanifa, may Allah have mercy on him, was one who was pious, filled 
with the fear of Allah, who was always fearful of Allah and one who 


sought Allah’s blessings by their knowledge and expertise” 


[Ihya Ulum AI Din, vol 1 page 24-28] 
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The Praise of Imam Abu Hanifa from Salaf : 


Rabi’ said : | heard al-Shafi’i say : “People are dependent on Abu Hanifa 


in fiqh” 


In another narration, al-Shafi’i said : “I have not seen a better faqih 


than Abu hanifa” 


Khatib comments : 'I have not seen’ means ‘i don’t know’ 

In another narration, al-Shafi’i said : “Abu hanifa was one of those who 
were given taufeeq of fiqh [by Allah]” 

[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 474, all the chains are authentic 


according to Dr Bashar Awad] 
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Abdul Aziz bin abi rawad [d. 159 AH] said: 


“Abu Hanifa is a test, the one who loves Abu Hanifa is a Sunni, and 


whoever hates him is an innovator” 


[Akhbar-e-Abu hanifa wa ashabahu, page 86, chain is authentic] 
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Yazid bin Haroon [d. 206 AH] said: “I have seen many people. However, 
I have not seen anyone more intelligent, better and pious person than 


Abu hanifa” 


[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 498, chain is authentic] 


Ibn haroon was asked, O Abu Khalid! Who is the best faqih you have 


seen? He replied: "Abu hanifa"™ 


51 


Abu Asim al-Nabil [d. 212 AH] was asked, “Who is a better faqih ? 
Sufyan or Abu hanifa ?" He replied, “The slave of Abu hanifa is a better 


faqih than sufyan” 


[ibid, vol 15 page 468, chain is hasan] 
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Abu Asim nabil also said: “Abu Hanifa was given the name of "Al- 


Watad" (the one who frequently stands for prayer) due to his lot of 


Salahs” 


[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 484, all narrators are thiqaat] 


(Scan next page) 
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Yahya bin saeed [d. 198 AH] said : “There are many good sayings of 
Abu Hanifa” 


He also said : “By Allah we don't lie, we have not seen a opinion better 


than the opinion of Abu hanifa, and we took most of his opinions” 


Yahya bin maeen said : “In fatwas, Yahya bin Saeed used to follow the 
words of the Kufans, and he used to choose his (Abu hanifa’s) opinion 
from their opinions, and follow his opinion from among his 


companions” 


[Tarikh baghdad, Vol 15, page 73, 74, chains are authentic] 
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Makki bin Ibrahim [d. 211 AH] [The teacher of al-Bukhari] mentioned 
Abu hanifa and said : “He was the most knowledgeable person of his 


time” 


[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 473] 
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Sufyan bin uyaynah [d. 198 AH] said: “May Allah have mercy on Abu 
Hanifa, He was of the worshipers (musallin), he used to perform a lot 
of salahs” 


[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 482] 


He also said: “I used to think that two things would not go outside of 
kufa, but it has reached me that they have been widely spread over; 


Qiraat of Hamza and opinion of Abu Hanifa” 


[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 475] 


He even said that : “My eyes have not seen anyone like Abu hanifa” 


[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 460] 
All the chains are authentic! 


Scans next page >>> 
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Yazid ibn Zuray’ [d. 182 AH] would say when remembering Abu Hanifah: 
“How far have the grey mules flown with his fatwas!” (i.e. a figure of 


speech in the Arabic language which expresses widespread 


prevalence, means Hanafi fatawas were spreading widely) 


[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 476, chain is authentic] 
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A'mash [d. 148 AH] said to Abu Hanifah: “O Nu'man! What is your 
Opinion regarding such-and-such an issue?”He replied: “Such-and- 


such” 
He said : “From where do you Say this?” 
Abu hanifa replied: “You narrated to us from so-and-so such-and-such” 


Al-"A'mash then said: “O group of jurists (fuqaha), you are the doctors, 


and we are the pharmacists” 


[Al-Kamil, ibn ’Adi, vol 5 page 237, chain is hasan] 
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Yahya bin Maeen was asked, What do you say regarding the opinion of 
Abu hanifa and Al-Shafi'i? He said: “I do not think that a Muslim should 
consider the opinion of Al-Shafi’i. Considering the opinion of Abu 


Hanifa is more beloved to me than considering the opinion of Al-Shafi’i” 
[Sawalat, ibn junaid, page 295] 


This means the status of Abu Hanifa was greater than al-Shafi’i in the 


eyes of Yahya bin maeen. 


Imam Dhahbi writes: “Indeed, Abu zakariya (ibn maeen) - May Allah 


have mercy on him - was Hanafi in furw’ that’s why he said this” 


[Siyar Ailam, vol 11 page 88] 
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Abu nu'aym Fadhl bin dukayn [d. 218 AH] said: “Abu Hanifa see the 


issues (of deen) very deeply” 


[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 472, chain is authentic] 
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Yahya ibn Saeed also said, 


“By Allah, i used to sit with Abu hanifa and hear from him. When i 


looked at his face, by Allah, i knew that he used to fear Allah” 


[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 482, chain is authentic] 
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Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak [d. 181 AH] said: “I saw the most pious of 
people, the most devout of the people, the most learned of people, and 
the best faqih of people.... As for the best faqih, he is Abu hanifa” Then 


he said: “I have not seen anyone like him in fiqh” 
[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 469] 


Ibn al-Mubarak said: “Abu Hanifa is a sign (of Allah), someone asked, O 
Abu Abdul Rahman (Ibn al Mubarak), He is sign in good or evil? He 
said: SILENT, the word "Ghayah" is used for evil, the word "Ayah" 
(Sign) is used for good (al Khayr) then he recited the verse "And We 


made the son of Marriam and his mother a sign" [23:50] 
[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 461] 


Both the chains are authentic! 
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Ibn Jurayj (d. 150 AH) : 


Rawh ibn Ubada said: I was with Ibn Juraj in 150 AH and the news of 
Abu Hanifa's death reached us. He (ibn jurayj) winced and pain seized 
him; then he said: “Means knowledge has gone” (Rawh) said: Ibn 


Jurayj died that same year (150) 


[Tarikh baghdad, vol 15 page 463, chain is authentic] 
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It was said to al-Qasim ibn Ma‘'n ibn "Abdul Rahman ibn ‘Abdullah ibn 
Mas'‘ood (d. 175 AH) : 


“You are the descendant of "Abdullah ibn Mas‘ood (RA). Are you 
satisfied with being from the followers of Abu Hanifah?" He replied: 
“Men have not sat with anyone more beneficial than the company of 


Abu Hanifah" 


Al-Qasim then said to him: "Come with me to him" So he came and 
when he sat with him, and he stayed with him [for a while], he said: "I 


have not seen the like of such" 


Faraidhi added: Sulayman bin Abi sheikh said : "And Abu hanifa was 


pious and generous" 


[Tarikh Baghdad, vol 15 page 462, all narrators are thiqaat] 
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IMAM ABU HANIFA & IMAM IBN HIBBAN 


Imam ibn Hibban surely had some negative view regarding Imam Abu 
hanifa But when he got to know that his own shuyookh used to 
fabricate narrations and attribute it to Abu hanifa, he retracted from 


his opinion and added Imam Abu hanifa in thiqaat (trustworthy) 
He says about his shaykh "Abaa’ bin Jaafar": 


Abaa’ bin Jaafar al-Nujairmi, sheikh who was in Basra, used to sit on 
Fridays near (imam) Saji in the masjid. One day I went to his house to 
test him, and he brought up things that he had narrated on the 
authority of Abu Hanifa, so he narrated a narration... he had attributed 
to Abu Hanifa more than three hundred narrations that Abu Hanifa had 
never narrated. So I said to him, O Sheikh, fear Allah and do not lie 


upon the Messenger of Allah (=) Then I got up and left him" 


[Kitab al-Majruheen, vol 1 page 185] 


Then Imam Ibn Hibban writes about "Yahya bin Unbasa"; 


Yahya bin Anbasa is a Dajjal, sheikh who fabricates narrations on the 
authority of Ibn Uyaynah, Dawud bin Abi Hind, Abu Hanifa and other 
TRUSTWORTHY (thiqaat) people. It is not permissible to narrate from 
him under any circumstances, nor to write down his narrations" Then 
ibn hibban mentioned a narration which he fabricated ... After 
mentioning a fabricated narration, ibn hibban writes: I don't like to 
write at length what is known among the scholars of Hadith regarding 
this matter and none of it is proven from the Prophet (*) (which Yahya 


attributes to Imam Abu Hanifa) 
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(Here, Imam ibn hibban clearly mentioned Abu hanifa with people like 
sufyan ibn uyaynah, Daud ibn abi hind and called them Trustworthy 


(thiqaat) 


[Kitab al-Majruheen, vol 3 page 124] 
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IMAM ABU HANIFA & IMAM AHMAD 


Imam Dhahabi narrates a report in his book 'Manaqib Abi Hanifah' from 


the book of Imam Ibn Kaas. Imam Ibn Kaas says: 


Abu Bakr al-Marwazi narrated to me that he heard Imam Ahmad bin 


Hanbal say: 


“In our view, it is not correct that Abu Hanifah called the Quran a 
creation." 


Abu Bakr al-Marwazi says: | said, "O Abu Abdullah (Imam Ahmad), he 
(Abu Hanifah) is positioned at a high rank in knowledge” Imam Ahmad 


bin Hanbal then said: 


“SubhanAllah! Abu Hanifah is positioned at such a lofty position of 


knowledge, piety, asceticism and generosity that Ahmad bin Hanbal 
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can never reach it. And he was flogged to accept the position of a 


judge." 


[Managqib Abu hanifa, Dhahabi, page 43, chain is authentic] 
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Imam Abu hanifa was flogged for not accepting the position of a 
Qadhi* 


When Ahmad bin Hanbal remembered this story [of Abu hanifa getting 
flogged] he would cry and say prayer of mercy for Abu Hanifa, because 
He (Ahmad) also went through the situation like this. (i.e. he was also 


lashed). 


[Tareekh baghdad 15/449] 
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Yahya ibn Ma‘in said ; 


“I have not seen the like of Waki‘ [ibn al-Jarrah] (127 H - 196 H) and he 


used to give fatwa according to the opinions of Abu Hanifah” 


Al-Intiqa’ p. 211 
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Imam Abu Jafar al-Bagir (d. 114 AH) : 


“The narrator said: We were with Abu Ja far Muhammad ibn Ali, then 
Abu Hanifa entered and asked him about some issues, and Muhammad 
ibn Ali answered him. Then Abu Hanifa came out and Abu Ja far said to 
us: What a good guidance and character he has, and how great is his 


jurisprudence” 


[Al-intiqa, page 124] 
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Let’s see what Imam ibn abdul bar concluded 


regarding the criticisms on Imam Abu hanifa ; 


“The correct view is that a person who has been 
proved to be reliable and leader (imam) in 
knowledge, then no criticism can be accepted 
regarding him, unless the criticizer gives solid proofs 
for his criticism. Because it should be assured that 
the heart of the one who is criticising, is free from 
all kinds of malice, jealousy, rivalry and enmity ... 
Only a bit of criticisms against a person who's been 
taken as an Imam by the ummah cannot be accepted 
as i have previously mentioned that the Salaf used to 


speak about each other out of anger and jealousy" 


He also said: "Those who narrated from Abu hanifa 
and praised him and accepted him as trustworthy 


are much more than those who criticized him" 
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PROVING IMAMATE OF ABU HANIFA FROM SALAF : 


Imam Abu dawud al-Sijistani (d. 275 AH) (author of Sunan) 


said: 


“May Allah have mercy on Malik, he was an imam, may Allah 
have mercy on Al-Shafi’i, he was an imam, may Allah have 


mercy on Abu Hanifa, he was an imam" 


[Jami?’ Bayan al-ilm wa fadhluhu, #2196] 
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Imam ibn Abdul bar (d. 463 AH) in his other book, “al-intiqa"™ 
mentioned the names of at least 67 aimma who praised 


Imam Abu hanifa, those names are : 


Abu Jafar al-Bagir (d. 114 AH), Hammad bin Abi sulayman (d. 
120 AH), Muhammad bin Jabir (d. 127 AH), Ayyub al- 
Sakhtiyani (d. 131 AH), Mughira bin miqsam (d. 133 AH), 
Uthman bin Muslim al-bati (d. 143 AH), Abdullah bin 
Shubrumah (d. 144 AH), al-Amash (d. 148 AH), Zakariyah bin 
Abi zaiyda (d. 149 AH), Saeed bin Abi arubah (d. 150 AH), Ibn 
Jurayj (d. 150), Mas’ar bin kadam (d. 153 AH), Ma’mar bin 
rashid (d. 153 AH), Hasan bin Ammara (d. 153 AH), Zafar bin 
al-Hudhail (d. 158 AH), Yunus bin Abi ishaq (d. 159 AH), Malik 
bin Mughul (d. 159 AH), Shu'ba bin al-Hajjaj (d. 160 AH), 
Sufyan al-thawri (d. 161 AH), Zaiydah bin Qudamah (d. 161 
AH), Israil bin Yunus (d. 162 AH), Qays bin Rabi’ (d. 167 AH), 
Kharijah bin Musayb (d. 168 AH), al-Hasan bin Saleh (d. 169 
AH), Zuhair bin Muawiyah (d. 173 AH), Qasim bin Ma'n (d. 175 
AH), Qadhi shareek (d. 177 AH), Hammad bin Zaid (d. 179 
AH), Khalid al-Wasiti (d. 179 AH), Abdullah ibn al-Mubarik (d. 
181 AH), Qadhi Abu Yusuf (d. 182 AH), Yazid bin Zuray' (d. 
182 AH), Yahya bin zakariyah bin abi Zaiyda (d. 183 AH), 
Nadhr bin Muhammad (d. 183 AH), Jarir bin Abdul hameed (d. 


188 AH), Isa bin Yunus (d. 189 AH), 
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Sulayman bin Hayyan (d. 190 AH), Fadhal bin Musa al-Senani 
(d. 192 AH), Abu Bakr bin Ayyash (d. 193 AH), Sallam bin 
Salim (d. 194 AH), Shaqiq al-Balkhi (d. 194 AH), Waki’ bin al- 
Jarrah (d. 196 AH), Yahya bin Saeed al-Qattan (d. 198 AH), 
Sufyan bin Uyaynah (d. 198 AH), Ali bin Asim (d. 201 AH), 
Yahya bin Adam (d. 203 AH), Muhammad bin idrees al-Shafi’i 
(d. 204 AH), Khalaf bin Ayyub (d. 205 AH), Hakam bin Hisham 
(d. 206 AH), Yazid bin Harun (d. 206 AH), Abu Muaatil Hafs (d. 
208 AH), Shaddad bin Hakeem (d. 210 AH), Abdul Razzaq al- 
San‘ani (d. 211 AH), Abu Abdul Rahman al-Mugqri (d. 213 AH), 
Abdullah bin dawud al-khuraibi (d. 213 AH), Abu Asim al- 
Nabil (d. 214 AH), Fadhal bin Dukayn (d. 219 AH), Yahya al- 
hamani (d. 228 AH), Yahya bin maeen (d. 233 AH), Ibn Abi 
ruzmah (d. 241 AH). 


After mentioning all these names, ibn Abdul Bar says : 


“All of these people praised him (Abu hanifa) with different 
words. Abu Ya’qub Yusuf bin Ahmad AlI-Makki (d. 388 AH) 
mentioned all of this in his book, which he collected on the 


virtues of Abu Hanifa and his narrations" 
[Al-intiqa, page #124-137] 
Scan next page >> 
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Let’s finish this pdf with the words of ibn Abdul Bar: 
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“ Whoever wants to accept the words of 


trustworthy scholars on each other , let 
him accept the words of Sahaba on each 
other as well [like Rawafidh]. If he does 


that, he has gone far astray [misguided] ” 
[Jami’ Bayan ul-ilm, vol 2 page 1113] 


May Allah have mercy on all the aimma of 


Ahlussunnah, Ameen ya Rabb ul-Aalameen. 


